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Congratulations to all of our coaches who passed th eir practical 
exams at the USFCA clinics 
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Don’t Miss the 2009 USFCA National Coaches Conferen ce and 
Annual General Meeting! 

July 24-26 
San Diego Fencing Center 

1770 South Escondido Blvd suite C 
Escondido CA 92025 

 
For more information including registration informa tion go to: 

���,188
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THE ILLUSTRATED AMERICAN May 10, 1890 

"While a long series of bouts may demonstrate the superiority of one swordsman over another, the winner of 
such a tournament as annually decides the championship in New York may really be inferior to several less 
fortunate contestants.  As in all athletic contests where a single defeat puts a man out of court, the best 
fencers may oppose one another in the preliminary rounds, with the result that half of them must stand down 
and look on, while men of inferior skill, who have been matched against opponents of their own caliber, gain 
the glory of contesting the finals.  The prize may be carried off by a second-rate fencer who, by a stroke of 
luck, had succeeded in gaining the fifth and winning point in his close contest with a man generally a shade 
more expert than himself.  The absurd jealousy between professional instructors which formerly wrought no 
little harm to the interests of fencing, and even now crops out occasionally, also placed a difficulty in the 
way of general competition between the graduates of different schools.  A swordsman, who in actual combat 
might easily wound and defeat his antagonist trained to a different method of defense and attack, might yet 
succumb to the same man in a bout with the foils where adherence to certain rules is imperative, where the 
contest is decided by touches, with comparative indifference to the skilful parry, the defensive position while 
lunging, and other details of the utmost importance in a duel for blood.  A change in the rules at present 
governing the championships is advocated by prominent swordsmen, and it is not improbable that a 
championship class composed of the best men from each organization may be instituted, and other 
innovations were long replacing the individual fencing championship."  Herbert W. Burdett 
 
  Fencing In The News April, 1891, THE AMATEUR FENCERS’ LEAGUE 
   A New Association Formed by Seceders from the A.A.U. 
 
A number of prominent amateur fencers, who, it is said, are disgusted with the manner in which the latest 
championships were man- aged, have seceded from the Amateur Athletic Union.  They have formed a new 
association called the Amateur Fencers’ League of America.  This league was decided upon in the New York 
Athletic Club on April 23, when a few fencers met and appointed a committee to form a new organization. 
A meeting was held on Wednesday night, when a constitution and by-laws were presented and adopted. 
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The following officers were elected:  President, Dr. G. M. Hammond; Vice-President, Dr. B. F. O’Connor; 
Secretary and Treasurer, Scott O’Connor.  The Executive Committee will be composed of R. O. Haubold, C.  
Tatham, Blanchy, W. Heintz and the regular officers.  The league will be conducted, if successful, on the 
the same line as the League of American Wheelmen.  The initiation fee is $1 and the annual dues $1.  The 
by-laws are so worked that the A.A.U. is practically boycotted, and any person who competes at a 
tournament under the union rules will be disqualified by the league.  Radical changes in the fencing rules are 
contemplated.   
 
James E. Sullivan, Secretary of the A.A.U., said this morning: “The A.A.U. will go on as before and will 
continue to be the governing body.  These gentlemen seem to forget that the union brought fencing into 
popularity and was the first organization in the country to hold a fencing championship meeting.  All of our 
tournaments have been successful and at the latest championship meeting we had a great many 
competitors—more, in fact, than ever before.  The union is recognized as the governing body, and it has 
done all the work in the country which has served to purify amateur sport.  It is not afraid of any rival, and I 
firmly believe that you will find all the seceders competing in the next championships.”  
 

The Evening Sun, Friday, May 15, 1891, Amateur Sports for Amateurs 

The Amateur Athletic Union has suffered a severe loss in the secession of a large number of fencers who 
have determined to form what they are pleased to call the Amateur Fencers’ League of America.  This 
league, we are told, will be an organization of individuals, like that of the American Wheelmen. 
The excuse given for the withdrawal of such a prominent section of the Amateur Athletic Union is that the 
laws of that body are either too loosely drawn or not stringently enough enforced.  As a cardinal principle of 
the new organization the following definition of an amateur fencer has been laid down: “An amateur fencer 
is one who has never competed for money in a public or private exhibition nor given instruction for money.  
A fencer who is known to frequently assist an instructor, or one who is known to habitually attend a salle 
d’armes, assisting an instructor in the discharge of his duties, whether such assistance or work be paid for or 
not, cannot be considered as an amateur.” 
 
This definition is as nearly perfect as words can make it.  It endeavors to embody the spirit in which all 
amateur associations ought to be conceived.  There is such a thing as a man spending too much of his time in 
the pursuit of his favorite sport. Can he then properly be called an amateur?  He may have money of his own 
and therefore not need gate receipts for his support; he may belong to a family of fencers and have an 
inherited love for fencing.  But when fencing, or running, or walking, or jumping, or swimming, or any other 
sport becomes a man’s life work, he is not in reality any longer an amateur, nor fit to be classed with 
amateurs, nor to enter in the same contest with amateurs. 
 
If the Amateur Athletic Union has any definition of an amateur fencer less strict than that formulated by the 
new league, the fencers who came out from the Union had no other alternative but to do so.  But these 
divisions are to be deplored by all lovers of athletics.  The true function of amateur unions, as distinct from 
amateur clubs, is to legislate for the benefit of all amateur sportsmen, and to act as a court of final appeal in 
case of dispute between clubs or individual members.  In order to show their law making function to the 
greatest advantage, the active members of such unions should be men of brains and culture; in order to form 
an efficient court of appeals, they should possess the confidence of the smallest club as well as the largest; 
they should have not only the ability but the desire to mete out even-handed justice to all.  Surely an amateur 
athletic union can be formed on these lines sufficiently broad to include all varieties of sport, sufficiently 
strict to exclude professionals in any kind of clothes.  
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